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principles, was Grirnrn's Tev.1'*'nic 6Vr/.//ui/'/r, a work
which has truly been called colossal. Its publication
occupied nearly twenty years, from 1810 to 1837.
We ought, likewise, to mention here the name of an
eminent Dane, Erasmus Ixask, who devoted himself
to the study of the northern languages of Europe.
He started, In 1816, for Persia and India, arid was
the first to acquire a grammatical knowledge of
Zend, the language of the Zend-Avesta ; but he died
before he had time to publish all tin; results of his
learned researches. He had proved, however, that
the sacred language of the Parsis was closely con-
nected with the sacred language of the liralmians.
and that, like Sanskrit, It had preserved some of the
earliest formations of Indo-Kuropean speech. These
researches into the ancient Persian language were
taken up again by one of tiw greatest scholars that
Franco ever produced, by Ku<jvne Burnouf. Though
the works of Zoroaster had In-on translated before
by Anquetil Dupemm, las was only a translation
of a modern Persian translation of the original. It
was Burnouf who, by means of his knowledge of San-
skrit and Comparative Grammar, deeiphercd for the
first time the very words of the found or of the ancient
religion, of light. Ho was, likewise, tho first to apply
the same key with real success to tho cuneiform in-
scriptions of Darius and Xerxes ; and his premature
death will long be mourned, not only by those who,
like myself, had the privilogo of knowing him per-
sonally and attending his lectures, but by all who
havo the interest of oriental literature and of real
oriental scholarship at heart.